E, the PEOPLE of the UNITED

STATES, in order to form a more per-
fect wmion, ettablith jultice, enfure domeftic tranquility,
provide for the common defence, promote the general
welfare, and fecure the bleflings of liberty to ourfelves
and out pofterity, do ordain and eftablith this Conftitu-
tion for the United States of America.
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Seft. 1. AL L legiflative powers,; herein granted,
‘fhall bevefted ina Congrefs of the Uaited States, which
fhall confift of a Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives.

Sect. 2. 'The Houfe of Reprefentatives thall be com-
pofed of Members chofen every fecond year by the peo-
ple of the feveral States, and the EleQors in each State
thall have the qualifications requifite for Eleétors of the
moft numerous branch of the State Legiflatare.

No perfon fhall be a Reprefentative who fhall not have
attained to the sge of twenty-five yéars, and been feven
yeats a citizen of the United Srates, and who fhall not;
when eleéted, be an inhabitant of that State in which he
thall be chofen.

Reprefentatives and dire& taxes fhall be apportioned
amoung the {everal States which may be included within
this Union, according to their refpeftive numbers,; which
fhall be determined by ads g to the whole number of
free perfons, including thofe hound to fervice for a term
of years, and exciudin s not taxed, three fifths
of all other perfons. Ctual enumeration fhall be
made within thice years after the firtt meeiing of the
Congrels of the United States, and within every {ubfe-
quent term of ten yearsy in fuch manner as they fhall
by law dirc&. The nunber of Reprefentatives fhall
not exceed one for every thirty thoutand, but each State
fhall have at leaft one Reprefentative 7 and until fuch
enumeration fhail be made, the State of New=Hampfhire
thall be entitled to choofe thy Maflachufetts eigiity
Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations one, Connec-
ticut five, New-York fix, New- Jerfey four, Pennfylva-
nia eight, Delaware one, Maryland’ fix, Virginia ten,
North-Carolina five, South-Carolina five, and Georgia
three. ;

When vacancies happen in the Repreferitation from
any State, the Exccutive anthority thereof fhall iffue
writs of eleCtion to fill fuch vacancies.

The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall choofe their Speak-
er and other officers, and thall bave the fole power of
impeachment,

Set. 3. The Senate of the United States thall be
compoled of two Senators from each State, chofen by
the Legiflature thereof, for fix years ; and each Senator
fhall have one vote.

Immediately after they fhall be aflembled in confe-
quence of the firft election, they fhall be divided as
equally as may be into three clafles. “The feats of tha
Senators of the firft clafs fhall be vacated at the expira-
tion of the fecond year, of the fecond clafs at the expi-
ration of the fourth year, and of the third clafs at the
expiration of the fixth year, fo that one third may be
chofen every fecond year ; and if vacancies happen, by
refignation or otherwile, dux'ing the recels of the Legif-
lature of any State, the Executive thereof may make
temporary appointments until the next meeting of the
Legulature, which fball then fill fuch vacancies.

No perfon fhall bea Senator who fhall not have attained
to the age of thirty years, and been nine years a cifizen
of the United States, and who fhall not, when eledted, be
an inhabitant of that State for which he fhall be chofen.

The Vice-Prefident of the United States thall be Pre-
fident of the Senate, but thall bave no vote, unlefs
they be equally divided.

I'lie Senate fhall choole their other officers, and alfo
a Prefident pro tempore, in the abfence of the Vice- Pre-
fident, or when he fhall exercife the office-of Prefident of
the United States, "

The Senate fkall have the fole power to try all'im-
peachments.  When fitting for diat purpofe, they fhall
be on cath or affirmation. When the Prefident of the
United States is tried, the Chief Juftice fhall prefide ;
and no perfon fhall be convited without the concut<
rence of two thirds of the members prefent.

Judgment; in cafes of impeachment, thall not extend
further than toremoval from office, and difgualification
to hold arid enjoy any office of honour; trnft or profic,
under the United States ; hut the party convifted thall
neverthelefs be liable and fubjeét to indi&ment, trial;
judgment ard punithment, according to law, 3 i

Sect, 4. ‘T'be times, places and manner, of holding
elections for Senators and Reprefentatives, fhall be pre=
feribed in each State by the Legiflature thereof 5 bur the
Congrefs may at any time, by law, m:zkeior alter fuch
regulations, except as 1o the places of choofing Senators,

The Congrefs fhall alemble at leat once in every
year, and fuch meeting fhall be on the firft Monday in
December, unlefs they thall by law appoint adifferent day.

Sect. 5. Each Houfe fhall be the judge of the elec.
tions, returns and qualifications, of its own members;
and a majority of each fhall conglitute a guorum to do
bufinefs ; but a fmaller number may adjourn from day
to day, and rmeay be authorized to compel the attendance
of abfent members, in fuch manner, and under fuch pe=
nalties, as each Houfe may provide,

Each Houfe may determine the rules of its proceed-
ings, punifh its members for diforderly behaviour, and,
with the concurrence of two thirds, expel a member.

Each Houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceedings,
and from time to time publifh the {ame, excepting fuch
parts as may io thei sment require fecrefly ; and the
yeas and nays ‘of the me; of either Houfe on any
;{uediun fhall, at the defire of ong fifth of thofe prefent,
be entered on the journ

Neither Houfe, duri

on of Congrefs, fhall,
without the confent af

ther, adjeurn for more than

three days, for to' any other place than that in which
the two Houfes fhall be fitting.

Sec?. 6. The Senators and Reprefentatives fhall re-
ceive a compenfation for their fervices, to be afcertained
by law, and paid out of the treafury of the United States.
They fhall in all cafes, except treafou, felony and breach
of the peace; be privileged from arreft during their at-
tendance at the feffion of their refpective Houfes, and in
going to and returning from tlre fame ; and for any
{peech or debate in either Houle, they fhall not be quef-
ticned in any other place.

No Senator or Reprefontative fhall; during the time
for which he was eledted, be appointed to any civil office
under the authority of the United States, which fhall
have been created; or the emoluments whereof thall have
been encreafed, during fuch time 3 and no perion holding
any office under the United States fhall be a member of
either Houfe, during his continuance in office.

Sedt. 7. All bills for raifingdaevenue fhall originate in
the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; Hut the Senate May pro-
pott or eoncur with amendments, as on other bills.

Every bill which fhall have pafled the Hou'e of Re-
prefentatives and the Senate fhall, before it become a
faw, be prefented to the Prefident of the United States ;
if he approve; be fhall fign it ; but if not, he thall return
it; with his objeions; to that Houfe ™n which it fhall
have originated, who fhall enter the objeétions at large
on their journaly and proceed to reconfider it,
fuch reconfrderation two thirds of that Houfe fhall agree
to pafs the bill; it thall be fent, together with the objeg-
tfons, to the other Houfe, by which it thall likewife
reconfidered, and if dapproved by two thirds of ths
Houle, it fhall become a law, Butin all fuch cafes th
votes of both Houfes fhall be'determined by ye
nays, and the names of the perfons voting for and ay
the bill thall he cntgred on the journal of each Houfe
refpetively:  If any bill fhall not be retnined by the
Prefident within ten days (Sundays excepted) afrer it
fhall have been prefented to him, the fame thali be a law
in like mantier as if he had figned it; unlefs the Con-
grefs by their adjournment prevent its return, in which
cafe it fhull not be a law.

Every order; refolution or vote, to which the eoncar-
rence of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives ma
be neceflary (except on a queltion of adjournment) fhail
be prefented to the Piefident of the Unired States 5 and,
before the fame thall take effe@, fhall be approved by
him, or being difapproved by him, fhali be re<paffed by
two thirds of the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives,
according to the rules aud limitations prefcribed o the
cafe of a bill;

Sect. 8. "The Coiigrefs fhall have power

To lay and collet taxes, duties, impofts and excifes,,
to'pay the debis and provide for the common defence and
geveral welfare of the United States 3+ but all duties;
impofts and excifesy hall be uniform throngheut the
United States y

To borrow maoney o the credit of the United States 5

To regulate commerce with foreign mations, and
among the feversl States, and wifli the Indian tribes ;

To eftablift an uniform rule of naturalization, and
uniform laws on the fubje& of banRruptcies, throgigh~
out the United States ;

"T'o coin money, regulate the value thereof, and of fo.
reign coiny and fix the fandard of weights and meafures 3

To provide for the panifhment of countes feiting the
fecurities and citrrent coin of the Unired States ;

To eftablith pott-offices and pofl-roads ;

To promote the progrels of fcience and ufeful arts,
by fecuring for limited times to authors and ivventors
the exclufive right to their refpetive writings and dif:

If after
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To confiitute tribunals inferior to the Supreme Counrt 3

To define and punifh piracies and felonies committed
on the high feas, and offences againft the law of nations 3

To declare war, grant lettérs of marque and reprifal,
and make rules concerning captures on Jand and water ;
"T'o raife and fupport armies, but no appropriation of
mapey to that ufe fhall be for a longer term than. two
years ;

‘To provide and foaintain a navy 5

To make rules for the government and regulation of
the land and naval forces ;

To provide for calling forth the militia to execute the
laws of the Union, fupprefs infurre€tions, and repel in-
vafions ;

To provide for organizing; arming and difeiplining
the miliria, and for governing fuch part of them as may
be employed in the fervice of the United States, referv-
ing to the States vefpecively the appointment of the of-
ficers, and the authorify of training the militia accord-
ing to the difcipline prefcribed by Congre

Lo exercife exclufive legifiation, in all cafes whatfo-
ever, over fuch diftriét (not exceeding ten miles {quare)
as may, by ceflion of particular States; and the accept-
ance of Congrefs, become the feat of the government of
the United States, and to exercife like authority over al}
places purchaled by the confent of the Legiflature of the
State 1n which the famie fhall be, for the ereftion of
forts, magazines, arfenals, dock-yards, and other need-
ful buildings j~—and,

To make all laws which fhal} be neceffary and proper
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and
all other powers vefted by this Conflitntion in the govern-
ment of the United States, or in any department or
officer thereof.

Sect. 9. The migration or importaticn of fuch per-
fons as any of the States now exifting fhall think proper
to admit, fhall not be prohibited by the Congrels prior
te the year one thoufand eight hundred and eight ; but
a tax or duty may be impofed on fuch importation, not
exsceding ten dollars for each perfop.
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The ptivilege of the writ of “hiabeas corpus fhall s
be fufpended, unlefs when in cafes of rebellion or inva=
fion the public fafety may reqnire it,

No bill of attainder, or ex poft fa&to law, fhall be
pafled.,

No capitation or other dire& tax fhall be laid, unle(s
i proportion to the fenfus or enumeration herein betore
directed to be taken.

No tax or duty fhall be laid on articles exported from
any State.  No preference fhall be given by any regula-
tion of commerce ‘or revenue to the ports of one State
over.thofe of another : Nor fhall veffels beund to or
from one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay duties,
m another,

: No money thall be drawn from the treafary, but in con-
fequence of appropriations made by law ; and a regular
ftatement and account of the receipts and expenditures
of all public money thall be publithed from time to time.
No title ot nebility fhall be granted by the United
And no perfon holding any office of profit or truft
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States :
under them thall, without the confent of the Congrefs,
accept of any prefent, emolament, office or title, of any
kind whatever; from a@y King, Prince, or foreign State.

Sef. 10, No State fhall enter into any treaty, alli-
ance or confederation ; grant letters of marque and
reprifal 5 coin moeney ; emit bills of credit ; make any
thing but gold and filver coin a tender in payment of
debts 5 pals any bill of attainder; ex poft fa&to law, or
law impairing the obligation of contrals, or grant any
title ot nobijity,

No State fhall, without the confent of the Congrefs;
ay any impoits or duties on imports or exports, except
#hat may be abfolutely neceftary for executing its in=
pection laws 5 and the net produce of all duties and im-

fts, laid by any State, on Imports or exports, fhall be

v the ule of the treafury of the United States ; and all
fuch faws fhall be fubject to the revifion and controul of
tlte Congrefs; No State fhall, without the confent of
Congreis, lay any daty of tonnage, keep troops or fhips
of war in-time of peace, enter into any agreement or
compact with another State, or with a foreign power, or
engage in wary unlefs attually invaded, or in fuch im-
minent danger as will not admit of delay.
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Sedt. 1. The exccutive power thall be vetted ina Pre-
fident of the United States of America. He fhall hold
bis office during the term of four years, and, together
with the Vice-Prefident; chofen for the fame term, be
eledted as follows :

Each State thall appoint, in ftch manner as the Legif-
lature thereof may dire€t, a number of Elettors, equal
to the whole number of Sewators and Reprefentatives to
which the State may be entitled in the Cougrefs ; but
no Senator ar Reprefentative, or perfon holding an office
of truft or profit under the Wnited States, fhall be ap-
pointed an’ Eleétor;

The EleGtors thall meef in the; refpellive States, and
vote by ballot for two perfons, of whom one at leaft
fhall not be an inhabitait of the fame State with them-
felves. And they fhall make a lift of al] the perfons
voted for, and of the number of votes for each ; which
Lit they thall fign and certify, and tranfit fealed to
the feat of the government of the Wiiited States, direfted
to the Prefident’of the Senate., The Prefident of the
Senate hall, in the prefence of the Senate and Houfe of
R('pw(‘cnr:mvcs, open all the certificates, and the votes
thall then be counted.  The perfon having the greateft
number of votes fhall be the Prefident, if fuch number
be a majority of the whole number of Eleétors appoint-
ed ; and if there be more than one who have fich ma-
Jority, and have an equal number of votes, then the
Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall immediauz]y choofe by
ballot one of them for Prefident ; and if no perfon have
a majority, then from the five higheft on the lift the
faid Houle fhall inlike mamner choofe a Prefident. But
in choofing the Prefident the votes fhall be taken by
States, the reprefentation from each State having one
vote 5 a gqnorum for this purpofe fhall confift of a mem=
ber or members from two thirds of the States, and a
majority of all the States fhall be neceffary to a choices
In every cafe; after the choice of the Prefident, the per-
fon having the greate®t number of yotes of the Ele&tors,
#iall be the Vice-Prefident. But if there fhould remain
two or more who have equal votes, the Senate thall
choofe from them by ballot the Vice. Prefident.

"The Congrefs may determine the time of choofing the
Elettors, and the day on which they fhail give their

votes 5 which day fhall be the fame throughout the
United States,

te

No perfon, except a natural Born citizen, or a citizen
of the United States at the time of the adoption of thjs
Conftitution; fhal] be eligible to the office of Prefident ;

neither fhall any perfon be eligible to that office, who
fhall ot have attained to'the age of thirty. five years, and
been fourteen years a tefident within the United States.

In cafe of the removal of the Prefident from cffice,
or of his death, refignation, or ihability to difcharge the
powers and duties of the faid office, the fame fhall de-
volve on the Vice-Prefident ; and the Congrefs may by
law provide for the cafe of removal, death, refignationy
or inability, both of the Prefident and Vice-Piefident,
declaring what officer thall then ad as Prefident, and
fuch officer fhall a& accordingly, until the difability be
removed, or a Prefident fhall be ele&ed,

The Prefident thal, at ftated times,
fervices a comy
nor dimi

receive for hi¢
nfation, which fhall neither be increafed
f during. the period for which he fhall
have been elected, and he fhall not receive within that
period any other emolument from the United Srates, ot
any of them.

Before he enter on the execution of his office, he fhall
take the following oath or affirmation s
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¢ Tdo folemnly fovear (or.affirm) that T will faith-

fully execnt fice.of Prefident of the United States ;

and’ will to t of my ability, preferve, prote& and
i c tution of the United States.”

:ut fhall be Commander in Chief

anid navy of-the United States, and of the

! ates, when called into the adtual

ates 3 he may requive the opinion,

bal efficer in each of the execu-

any fubjedk relating to the duties

fniics 5oand be fhall have power to

neves and pardons for offenges againft the

except in cales of impeachment,

of the armv
miiitia of the
fervice of the
o winting,
tive deparum
of their

nd with the advice and con-

make treaties; provided twe thirds
prefent concur ;3 and he fhall nominate,
ith the advice and confent of the Seuate
ther public Minitters, and

ipreme Court, and all other

ates, whole appointments are not
provided for, and which fhall be efta-
But the Congrels may by law veft the
inferior othcers as they think proper

¢, in the courts of law, or in the

officers of the
zip otherwi

o fith ap all vacantizs

ecefs of the Senate, by

ing corbmiflions; which thall expire at the end of

feflion.

He fhall from time to time give to the Con-

sermation of the fiate of the Union, and recom-

mend to their confideration fuch meaiures as he fhall

judge neceflary aud expedient 3 he may, on extraordi-

nary occafions; convene both Houlfes, or either of them,

and in cale of difagreement between them, with refpeét

to the time of adjournmenty he may adjourn them to

fuch time as he thall think proper ; he fhall reccive Am-

balladors and other public Minifters 5 he fhall take care

that the laws be faithfully executed, and fhall commif-
fron all the officers of the United States.

8ect; . The Prefident, Vice-Prefident, and all civil
officers of the United States, fliall be removed from of-
fice, on impeachment for and conviftion of treafon, bri-
bery, or other high crimes and mifdemeanors. :
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Seft. t. 'The judicial power of the United States
fhall be vefted in ong Supreme Court, and in fuch Infe-
rior Courlts may fro me to tite ordain
and eftablifh. ges, both of the Supreme and
Inferior Courts, 1l hold their offices during. good
behaviour 5 and fhall; atfiated times; receive for rheir
fervices a compenfation, which fhall not be diininithed
during their continnance ih office.

Seff, 2. The judicial power fhall extend to all cafes
in law and equity, arifing under this Conftitution, the
Jaws of the United Star and treaties made, or which
thall be made, under their authority ; to all cafes affect-
ing Ambafladors, other public Minifters, and Confuls 5
to all cafes of admiralty and maritime jurifdiéticn 3 to
controverlies to which the United States thall be a party ;
to controverfies between two or more States, between a
State and citizens of another State, between citizens of
different States, between citizens of the fame State
claiming lands under grants of different States, and
between a State, or the citizens thereof, and foreign
States, citizens or f{ubjeéts.

In all cales affeting Ambafadors, other public Mi-
nifters and Confuls, and thofe in which a State fhall be
party, the Supreme Court fhall have original jurifdic-
zion. In all thre other cales betore mentioned, the
Sapreme Court fhall have appellate jurifdi&tion, both as
to law and fact, with fuch exceptions and under fuch
regulations as the Congrefs fhall make.

‘Thegtrial of all crimes, except in cafes of impeach-
ment, (hall be by jury ; and fuch trial fhall be held in
the State where the faid crimes fhail bave been commit-
ted ; but when not committed within any State, the trial
thall be at fuch place or places as the Congrefs may by
law have divected.

Seét. 3. ‘Treafon, againft the United States, fhall
confitt only in levying war againft them, or in adhering
to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No
perfon fhall be conviéted of treafon, uniefs on the tefti-
mony of two witnefles to the fame overt act, or on con-
feflion in open Court.

The Congrefs fhall have power to declare the punifh-
ment of treafon, but no attainder of treafon fhall work
corruption of blood, or forfeiture, except during the hife
of the perfon attainted.
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Sect. 3. Full faith and credit fhall be given in each
State to the public aéts, records and judicial proceedings,
of every other State.  And the Congrefs may by general
Jaws prefcribe the manner in which fuch aéts, records
and proceedings, fhall be proved, and the effect thereof.

Seft. 2. The citizens of each State fhall be entitled
to all privileges and immunities of citizens in the feve-
ral States.

A perfon, charged in any State with treafon, felony,
or other crime, who fhall flee from juftice, and be found
in-another State, fhall, on demand of the executive au-
thority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up,
to be removed to the State having jurifdiétion of the crime.

No perfon, held to fervice or labour in one State, un-
der the laws thereof, efcaping into another, fhall, in
confequence of any law' or regulation therein, be dif
charged from fuch fervice or labour ; but thall be deli-
vered up, on claim of the party to whom fuch fervice or
labour may be due.

Seét. 3. New States may be admitted by the Con-
grefs into this Union ; but no new State fhall be forua-
ed or creted within the jurifdiction of any other State ;

727 Ved

s

noér any Stalte be formed by tre-junétion of twodr more
Srates, or parts of States, without the confent of the
Legiflatures of the States concerned, as well as of the
Congrefs.

The Congrels fhall have power to difpofe of and make
all needful rules and regulations, refpeéting the territo-
ry or other property belonging to the United States 3
and nothing in this Conftitution fhall be fo confirved,
as to prejudice any claims of the United States, or of
any particular State,

Seét. 4. The United States fhall guarantee, to every
State in this Union, a republican form of government,
and fhall proteét each of them againft invafion ; and, on
applicir.on of the Legiflature, or of the Executive,
(when the Legiflatare cannot be convened) againft do-
meftic violence.
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The Congrefs, whensver two thirds of both Houfes
fhall deem it neceffary, thall propofe amendments to this
Conftitution ; or, on e application of the Legiflatures

ot two thirds of the feveral States, fhall call a Conven-

tion, for propefing amendments ; which, in either cale,
fhall be valid, go all intents and purpofes, as part of
this Conftitution;, when ratified by the Legiflatures of
three fourths ofighe feveral States, or by Conventions in
three fonurths tho@E €, adrhe one or the other mode of ra-
tification may be propoled by the Congrefs : Provided,
that no amendment which may be made prior to the year
one thoufand eight hundred and eight fhall in any man-
per affeét the firk and fourth claufes, 1n the vinth fec-
tion of the firft article; and that no State, without its
confent, fhall be deprived of its equal fuffrage in the Se-
nate,
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All debts contraéted, and engagements entered into,
before the adoption of this Conftitution, fhall be as va-
lid againft the United States under this Conftitution, as
under.the Contederation.

‘This Conflitution, and the laws of the United States
which fhall be made in purfuance thereof, znd all tiea-
ties made, or which fhall be made, under the authority
of the United States, fhall be the fupreme law of the
land 5 and the Judges, f every State, fhdll be bound
thereby ; any thing in the cosftitution or laws of any
State to the contrary notwithftanding,

The Senators and Reprefentatives before meiitioried,
and the members of the feveral State Legiflatures, and
ail executive and judicial officers, both of the, United
States and of the feveral States, fhall be bound by oath
or affirmation to fupport this Conflitution 5 but no reli-
gious teft fhall ever be required as a qualification to any
office, or public truft, under the United States.
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The ratification of the Conventions ef Nine States
thall be faflicient for the eftablifhment of this Conftitu=
tion, between the States fo ratifying the fame; °
Done in Convention, by the undanimous confent of the States

prefent, the fevenieenth day of September, in the year

of our Lord one thoufand feven bundred and eighty-

Jewen, and of the Tadependence of tie United Siates of

America the twelfth. In awitnefs whereof, we bave
hereunto fubjcribed our names.
GEQORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident;
(and Deputy from Virginia,
John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman.
Nathaniel Gorham, Rufus King.
Wilham Samuel Johnfon, Roger Sher-

Neaw-Hamp/birca

Maflachutitts.

Connellicus.
man.

Neav-York. Adexander Hamilton.

Neay-Ferfey. - William Livingfton, David Brearley,
William Paterfon, Jonathan Dayton.

Pennfylvania. . Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Mifflin,
Robert Morris, George Clymer, Thomas Fitzfimons,
Jared Ingerfoll, James Wilfon, Gouverneur Morris.

Delaaware.  George Read, Gunning Bedford, jun.
Johin Dickenfon, Richard Baffett, Jacob Broom.

Maryland. "James M<¢Henry, Daniel of §t. Tho. Je-
nifer, Daniel Carrol.

Virginia. John Blair, James Madifon, jun.

North-Carolina. William Blount, Richard Dobbs
Spaight, Hugh Williamfon.

South-Carolina. John Rutledge, Charles Cotefworth
Pinckney, Chatles Pinckney, Pierce Butler.

Georgia. William Few, Abraham Baldwin.

Atteft, WiILL1aM” JACKSON, Secretary.
In ConVENTION, Monday, September 17th, 1787,
PoiRsptis ey gl igh
The States of New-Hampthire, Maffachufetts; Connec-
ticut, Mr. Hamilton trom New-York, New-Jerfey,
Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-
Carolina, South-Carolina, and Georgia.
Refolved,

THAT the preceding Conftitution be laid before
the United States in Congrefs affembled, and that it is
the opinion of this Convention, thatit thould afrerwards
be fubmitted"to a Convention of Delegates, chofen in
each State by the People thereof, under the recommen-
dation of its Legiflature, for theiraffent and ratification ;
and that each Convention affenting to and raiifying the
fame, fhould give notice thereof to the United States in
Congrefs affembled.

Refolwed, That it isthe opinion of this Convention,

as foon as the Conventions of Nine States fhall

have ratified this Conftitution, the United Sta
Congrefs affembled fhould fix a day on which Ele&ors
thould be appointed by the States which thall have rati-
fied the fame, and a day on which the Eleétors thould
aflemble to vote for the Prefident, and the time and place
for commencing proceedings under this Conftitution :
That after {fuch publication the Ele¢tors fhould be ap-
ointed, aud the Senators and Reprefentatives eleéted :

Qo7 R flaif Claniisesl.

hat the Eletors fhould meet on the day fixed for the
eletion of the Prefident, and fhould tranimit their votes,
certified, figned, feabed and direted, as the Conftitu-
tion requires, to the Secretary of the United States in
Congrefs aflembled : That the Senators and Reprefenta-
tives fliould convene at the time aud ‘place affigned :
That thé Senators fhould appoint a Prefident of the Se-
nate, for the fole purpofe of receiving, opening and
counting the votes for Prefident ; and that, after he fhall
be chofen, the Congrefs, together with the Prefident,
fhould without delay proceed to execute this Conftitution.
By the unanimous order of the Convention,
GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident,
WiLLIiaM JACKSON, Secry.

In Convention, Sept. 17, 1787.

SIR,

W E bave now the honour to fubmit to the confideration
of the United States in Congrefs affembled, that Confiits-
tion cwhich bas appeared to us the moft adwvifeable.

The friends of our country hawve long feen and defired,
that the power of making avar, peace and treatics, that
of lewying money and regularing commerce, and the cor:
refpondent executive and judicial authorities, fhonld be

Sfully and effectually wefled in the general government of
the Union - but the impropriety of delegating fuch exten-
Jrve truft to one body of men is evident.—=Hence vefitll's the
necellity of a different organization.

1t is obviowfly impracticable, in the foederal government
of thefe States, to fecure all rights of independent fowe-
reignty to each, and yet provide for the interefl and [afety
of all. - Individuals entering into fociety muft giveup a
Jhare of liberty to preferave the reft.  The magnitude of the

Jacrifice mufl depend as well on fitnation and circumflance,
as on theobjelt to be obtained. 1t is at all times difficult
to draw with precifion the line betaween thofe rights avbich
muft be furrendered, and thofe awbhich may be referved,
and on the prefent occafion this difficulty was increafed by
a difference among the feveral States as to their fituation,
extenty babits and particular interefls.

In all our deliberations on this fubjelt, ave kept fleadily
in our wiew that which appedrs to us the greateft intereft
of every triee American, the confolidation of our Union, in
avhich are inwolved our profperity, felicity, fafety, per-
haps our national exiftence.. This impsriant confideration,
Jerionfly and deeply imprefled on our minds, led each State
in the Convention to be lefs rigid on points of inferior mag-
nitude, than might hawe been otherwife expefed 5 and
thus the Conflitution, wbich «we now prefent, is the refult
of @ fpirit of amity, and of that matial deference and con-
ceffion awhich the peculiarity of eur political fituation ren-
dered indifpenfible. -

That it awill mest the full and entire approbation of
every State is not perbaps to be expelted ; but each awill
doubtlefs confider, that had ber interefls been alone confults
ed, the confequences might hawe been particularly difa-
greeable or injurivus to others ; that it is liable to as few
exceptions as could redfonably- have been. expesied, ave
bope and believe 5 that it may promote the lafling avelfare
of that country-fo dear ty us all, and fecure ber freedom
and bappinefs, is our moft ardent wifh,

With great refpelt, we bawe the bonour to be, Sir,

your Excellency’s moft obedient and bumble Serwants;

GEORGE WASHINGTON, Prefident.
By unanimous Order of the Convention,
His Excellency the Prefident
ot Congrefs.
o e el ey e )

UniTep Statss in Congrefs affembled.
Friday, September 28, 1787.

Prefent, New-Hampfhire, Maflachufetts, Connee-
ticut, New-York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania,
Delaware, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Ca-
rolina and Georgia, and from Maryland Mr. Rofs,
Congrefs having received the report of the Con-

vention lately aflembled in Philadelphia,

Refolved, unanimoyfly, That the faid report, with
the refolutions and letter accompanying the fame, be
tranfmitted to the feveral Legiflatures, in order to
be fubmitted to a Convention of Delegates, chofen
in each State by the People thereof, in conformity
to the refolves of the Convention made and provided
in that cafe.

CHARLES THOMSON, Se'ry.

State of Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations.
In GENBRAL AssemBLY, O&ober Seffion, K787,

T is Voted and Refolved, That the Report of
I the Convention, lately held at Philadelphia, pro-
pefing a new Couftitution for the United States of
America, be printed as foon as may be : That the
following Number of Copies be feat to the f{everal
Town:Clerks in the State, to be diftributed among
the Inhabitants, that the Freemen may have an
Opportunity of forming their Sentiments of the fid
propofed Conftitution, 70 @it : For Newport 10,
Pordfmouth 25, Middletown 15, New-Shoreham 15,
Jameftown 16, Tiverton 40, Little-Compton 36,
Providence 10, Smithfield 75, Scituate 535, Fofter
55, Glocefter 60, Cumberland 40, Cranflon 50,
Johnfton 30, North-Providence zo, Wetterly 31,
North-Kingftown 5o, South-Kingfown 180, Charlel-
town 25, Richmond 25, Exeter 31, Hopkinton 30,
Briitol 20, Warren 10, Barrington 10, Warwick 56,
Eaft- Greenwich 25, Weflt-Greenwich 22, and Co-
ventry 30. A true Copy :

Witnefs, Henry: Warp, Secry.
ProvivEnck : Printed by Jonw CarTsx, |




